
Number Bonds to 20
What You’ll Need
To complete this activity, each student will need:
• The printable worksheet (we recommend printing on thick cardstock)
• One pipe cleaner
• 20 beads
• Sticky tape

How to Set It Up
• Give each student a worksheet, a pipe cleaner, and 20 beads.
• Thread one end of the pipe cleaner through the top hole of the worksheet 

and secure it at the back using sticky tape. This will act as a flexible 
counting tool throughout the activity.

Instructions
1. Start by having students count their beads and write the number sentence 

0 + 20 = 20 on their worksheet. Then, have them add one bead to the pipe 
cleaner and recount the remaining beads: 1 + 19 = 20.

2. They continue this process:
• Add a bead
• Count the remaining beads
• Write the matching number sentence

This continues until all 20 beads are on the pipe cleaner, and students have 
recorded all the number bonds to 20.
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